Lisa French

Required credit:

Lisa French, Partidge, Kansas – Reno, County


From Kansas Farm Women, Growing Out of the Tilth, by Cynthia Vagnetti, 1992

Optional quote:

“Our imagination is shaped by our cultural idea of what a farmer is.”
Jean Peterson
Required credit:

Jean Peterson, Delano, Minnesota –Wright County 


from Voices of Minnesota Farm Women, 2005, by Cynthia Vagnetti.

Optional quote

 “In 1980 we decided to grow food for people. I think one of the best things we have going for the farm – I almost consider as another crop – are the kids that work here. It’s usually the kid’s first job. . . They love it and they do good work! I think that is a great benefit to the community to  have jobs for young kids.”

Risdall Family
Required credit: 

The Jim Risdall Family, Roland, Iowa – Story County 


from People Sustaining the Land, 2002 by Cynthia Vagnetti.

Optional quote:

“Somebody has to go into farming. Somebody has to do it, it’s a good life. It takes a lot of money these days to get going. It is not a get-rich scheme but the lifestyle is great. There gets to be to many people owning to much farm. Doctors and lawyers have the money to buy land and they hire somebody to farm it. We need family farms; more people need to own the land. I guess I would rather see 10 people own a little bit than one person own a lot. We need more voides in agriculture.”
Rufus Ragsdale
Required credit:

Rufus Ragsdale, Jacksonville, Texas –Cherokee


 from People Sustaining the Land, 2002by Cynthia Vagnetti. 

Optional quote:

“I really own the place and I know just about every hill and hollow on it. It’s part of me. I know all about it being in the family so long. I don’t know what I would do without it now.”

Maria Inez Catalan
Required credit:

Maria Inez Catalan, Soledad, California – Monterey County 


from Farming in the 21st Century, 1998, by Cynthia Vagnetti.
Optional quote:

 “It is beautiful to me to see something that is really working. Tomorrow I will have my own business so I won’t depend on big companies. I will have my own ranch where I can produce for a lot of people and have direct contact with people. The women come to me and thank me for giving them good food. Some have never had organic vegetables and they notice the difference in flavor. I want to do what is good for the world and when I don’t use pesticides I am not only helping my family, I am helping the whole world.”

